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Kyle  S tave r ,  Re leas ing  the  Ca t f i sh ,  2011 .  ���  

Pho to  cour te sy  the  a r t i s t  and  S teven  Harvey  F ine  Ar t  P ro jec t s .  

Kyle Staver at Steven Harvey Fine Art Projects, through Oct.  11.  
Occupying both venues of th is Lower East Side gal lery,  “Tal l  Tales," is  a 
rewarding overview of recent paint ings by New York art ist Kyle 	  Staver .  The 
start ing point for her f igurat ive paint ings is mythology, a l though she takes 
rather extreme departures from the way the stor ies are to ld by Ovid, for 
instance. Pandora shows a highly sty l ized nude f igure desperately try ing to 
escape the gr ip of huge phal l ic  serpents that she has apparent ly re leased into 
the world.  
 
With subt le l ight ing effects and a quirky play of spat ia l  depth, Staver has an 
in imitable paint ing sty le.  She fo l lows, however,  a long tradit ion of modernist  
f igurat ive paint ing centered on Milton	  Avery ,  Marsden Hart ley,  David Park, and 
most reverent ly,  Matisse. But to that tradit ion she adds considerable energy 
and luster.  In some of the most outstanding works, she strays from the 
mythological  subjects and evokes the rural  l i fe  of  Minnesota, where she was 
ra ised, as in Releasing the Catf ish.  Here, a bik in i-c lad young woman in a smal l  
rowboat returns a large f ish to a lake or r iver whi le g iant white water fowl f ly  
overhead. 




